


 
 
 
GENERAL HOUSHOLD SURVEY 2005 STATISTICAL RELEASE 1  

SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC AND ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS 

ISBN 981-05-5975-5 

 
 
 
©  Department of Statistics, Ministry of Trade & Industry, Republic of Singapore 
 
 
 
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced in any material form 
(including photocopying or storing it in any medium by electronic means and whether or not 
transiently or incidentally to some other use of this publication) without the prior written 
permission of the copyright owner except in accordance with the provisions of the Copyright 
Act (Cap. 63). Application for the copyright owner's written permission to reproduce any part 
of this publication should be addressed to: 
 
 
 Chief Statistician 
 Department of Statistics 
 Ministry of Trade & Industry 
 100 High Street #05-01 
 The Treasury 
 Singapore 179434 
 Republic of Singapore 
 
 
 

 

The General Household Survey 2005 conducted by the Singapore 

Department of Statistics is governed by the provisions of the Statistics Act 

(Chapter 317). The Act guarantees the confidentiality of information 

collected relating to individuals. It spells out the legislative authority and 

responsibility of the Chief Statistician. Extracts of the Act are available in the 

Department’s Home Page (www.singstat.gov.sg). 

 
 



    
 

 
 

 

PREFACE 
 

The General Household Survey (GHS) 2005 is the second in the series of large-
scale mid-decade national survey undertaken by the Singapore Department of Statistics. 
The GHS is the second largest statistical project in Singapore, after the Population 
Census. It provides mid-decade benchmark data for the key demographic, social and 
labour force statistics between the Census years. 
 
 The GHS 2005 covered some 90,000 households. Information on demographic, 
education, economic, transport, travel, household and housing characteristics was 
obtained using a tri-modal data collection strategy.  This comprises Internet, Computer-
Assisted Telephone Interviewing (CATI) and fieldwork. For this survey, a key 
innovation was the use of Personal Digital Assistants (PDAs) and SMS alerts in the 
field, which facilitated data collection during fieldwork and helped to improve survey 
operations.   
 
 The General Household Survey 2005 Statistical Release 1 – Socio-
Demographic and Economic Characteristics is the first of two statistical publications on 
the detailed survey results. Key survey findings on the demographic, educational and 
economic characteristics of the resident population provide an overview of broad trends 
and changes since 2000 where appropriate. Detailed statistical tables in the report 
facilitate in-depth studies by users.  Statistical Release 2 contains analysis and 
statistical tables on mode of transport, overseas travel as well as household and housing 
characteristics. 
 
 I would like to express my deep appreciation to all who have in one way or 
another contributed to the General Household Survey 2005. I am grateful to all 
households who have given their full support to the General Household Survey.  
 
 
Mrs Leow Bee Geok 
Acting Chief Statistician 
Singapore 
2006 
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Mission 

To develop and manage a national statistical 

information system of quality and integrity to 

support Singapore's social and economic 

development. 
 

 
 
 

Performance Pledge 
 

We pledge to maintain high service standards in meeting the data 
needs of local and overseas users : 

 
 

Accessibility We provide a wide range of products and services 
which are readily accessible by the general public. 
 

Relevance We make special efforts to improve the relevance of 
statistical data to meet user needs. 
 

Reliability We benchmark ourselves against international best 
practices in statistical activities and adopt rigorous 
quality assurance standards. 
 

Timeliness 
 

We strive for the earliest possible release of data, while 
balancing the need to maintain data quality. 
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