






  4

Statistics Singapore Newsletter      September 2004

Average
1995 2002 Annual

Growth (%)

Establishments

Total of which:

Western Clinics 836 1,192 5.2

Non-Western Clinics 323 501 6.5

Healthcare Services 2,114 3,082 5.5

Employment

Total of which:

Western Clinics 5,116 7,937 6.5

Non-Western Clinics 927 1,240 4.2

Healthcare Services 26,679 47,979 8.7

This paper looks at the two broad categories of
private practitioner clinics, namely, western clinics
(not including polyclinics, specialised medical services
or dental clinics) and non-western clinics (mainly
traditional chinese medicine firms).  A summary,
comparing their key characteristics, is provided in
Table 1.  The paper examines, in detail, their
characteristics in 2002/2003 (preliminary data),  and
compares their growth and performance over the
years.  Data are mainly sourced from the
Department of Statistics’ Annual Survey of Services.

TABLE 1    KEY SUMMARY DATA ON CLINICS, 20021

Non-Western WesternClinics Clinics

No. of Clinics 1,192 501

Ave Annual Growth in No. of
Clinics, 1995–2002 (%) 5.2 6.5

% of Clinics in CBD2 11.5 15.9

Ave Employment Size (No.) 6.7 2.5

% of Workers who are Doctors3 26.4 45.1

Ave No. of Doctors Per Clinic 1.8 1.1

Ave Patient Visits Per Doctor (No.) 6,269 4,801

Ave Fee Per Patient Visit ($) 60.7 26.5

% Profitable (excluding
    Non-Profit Organisations) 89.6 99.8

Ave Value Added Per Worker ($’000) 59.0 28.5

Profile of Clinics

Faster Growth of Non-Western Clinics

The number of western and non-western clinics rose
from 836 and 323 respectively in 1995 to 1,192
and 501 in 2002 (Table 2). Over this period, the
growth of non-western clinics had been higher (6.5
per cent) than western clinics (5.2 per cent).

1 Exclude Polyclinics.
2 Refers to end-2003.
3 For non-western clinics, refers to traditional or alternative medicine

practitioners.

TABLE 2   ESTABLISHMENTS AND EMPLOYMENT,
   1995 & 2002

However, employment in non-western clinics had
increased at a slower pace (4.2 per cent) than
western clinics (6.5 per cent).  This was because
non-western clinics’ growth came mainly from small
clinics, while the increase for western clinics was
contributed by large ones. Annual employment
growth for the overall healthcare services was higher
than both western or non-western clinics (8.7 per
cent).

Non-Western Clinics
Smaller than Western Clinics

Table 3 shows that majority of the non-western
clinics operated on a small-scale basis with less than
3 workers. A typical set-up would comprise a medical
practitioner and a nurse/administrative staff
attending to the waiting patients and dispensing the
medicine. Some medical practitioners have no
supporting staff, but provide medical treatments and
prescriptions themselves. A larger set-up could have
two medical practitioners and two or three nurses/
administrative staff. This was also typical of western
clinics.
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Remunera-Location Rental Supplies1 Utilitiestion

Western Clinics
All 46.7 7.0 18.3 0.6
CBD 50.7 11.8 21.8 0.6
Non-CBD 46.3 6.6 18.0 0.6

Non-Western Clinics
All 24.4 12.0 45.9 2.2
CBD 34.9 14.8 21.8 1.5
Non-CBD 23.4 11.8 48.1 2.3

Non-Western WesternClinics Clinics

Total Patients1 (‘000) 13,152 2,684

Foreign Patients2 (‘000) 2,657 73

% Foreign 20.2 2.7

Total Fees ($m) 798.9 71.1

Fees from Foreign Patients2 ($m) 250.4 2.2

% Foreign 31.3 3.1

Non-Western WesternClinics Clinics

Overall 19.7 27.8

Employment Size
Less Than 3 40.7 40.0
3  –  4 46.9 22.2
5  –  9 23.2 22.5
10 & Above 8.0 6.4

Location
CBD 24.0 33.0
Non-CBD 19.3 27.2

TABLE 5    PROFITABILITY RATIOS1

   BY EMPLOYMENT SIZE AND LOCATION, 2002

Per Cent

1 Defined as the ratio of operating surplus to operating receipts multi-
plied by 100.  Data excludes non-profit organisations.

Main Cost Items

Remuneration was the main cost item for western
clinics, both within and outside CBD (Table 6).
However, for non-western clinics, supplies constituted
the major expense item for those located outside
CBD, while those sited within CBD disbursed more
on remuneration.

TABLE 6    MAIN COST ITEMS, 2002

Per Cent

1 Supplies  refer  to  purchases  made  solely  for  operational  purposes,
eg medicines, surgical gloves, etc.

Foreign Patients and
Share of Medical Fees

Western  clinics  had  a  higher  proportion (20 per
cent) of foreign patients than non-western clinics (3
per cent).  It was likely that the foreign patients visited
the western clinics for their more advanced medical
and diagnostic services (Table 7).  The local non-
western clinics, on the other hand, faced strong
competition from the more established TCM centres
in China, Hong Kong and Taiwan.

Correspondingly,  the  proportion  of  fees  received
from foreign patients were smaller for non-western
clinics (3.1 per cent) as compared to western clinics
(31 per cent).

TABLE 7    PATIENTS AND MEDICAL FEES
   BY SOURCE, 2002

Share of Value Added from
Non-Western Clinics

Despite their rapid growth in number, non-western
clinics’  share  of  value  added  constituted  only  a
small proportion in the healthcare services industry
(Table 8). Their value added of $35 million  made up

1 By visits.
2 Foreign defined as non-Singapore Citizens, non-Permanent Resident,

and including foreigners working and residing in Singapore.
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Household Balance Sheet, 2003

By
Ong Lai Heng and Lydia Lim
Economic Accounts Division
Singapore Department of Statistics

Introduction

As noted in the occasional paper ‘Wealth and Liabilities
of Singapore Households’ released by the Singapore
Department of Statistics (DOS) in March 2003,
Singapore households have been able to accumulate
fairly substantial net wealth on the back of good
economic growth and high savings.

This article, which updates the household balance
sheet to end-2003, shows the continuing
accumulation of both financial and non-financial
assets (primarily residential property assets) by
Singapore households.  In line with the improving
economic environment since mid-2003, household
net wealth increased from S$575 billion as at end-
2002 to S$610 billion as at end-2003.

Concepts and Definitions

The  household  balance  sheet  shows  the  stocks
of  households’  assets  and  liabilities at a particular
point in time (Table 1). Net wealth is defined as the
value of assets less liabilities.

Households’ assets can be either financial or non-
financial assets.  Financial assets include currency,
deposits with banks, shares and securities, equity in
pension funds (mainly CPF balances) and equity in
life  insurance  reserves  (attributable  to households
as policyholders).  Non-financial assets are mainly
residential property assets.  Households’ (financial)
liabilities comprise personal loans (from banks and
other financial institutions) and mortgage loans (from
the Housing & Development Board, banks and other
financial institutions).

TABLE 1    SINGAPORE’S HOUSEHOLD BALANCE SHEET

I Assets

1 Non-Financial Assets

(a) Public Housing

(b) Private Housing

2 Financial Assets

(a) Currency and Deposits

(b) Shares and Securities

(c) Equity in Pension Fund (CPF Balance)

(d) Equity in Life Insurance

II Liabilities (Loans)

1 Mortgages

(a) Private Housing Loans

(b) HDB Loans

2 Personal and Other Loans

III Net Wealth (I – II)

Assets Liabilities / Net Weath
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Amount Change
(S$ Billion)  (%)

2001 2002 2003 2002 2003

Net Wealth 570.82 574.88 609.81 0.7 6.1

Total Assets 717.35 726.13 766.56 1.2 5.6

Financial Assets 369.24 381.12 407.56 3.2 6.9
Currency & Deposits 163.13 160.24 170.64 –1.8 6.5
Shares & Securities 70.60 74.69 78.43 5.8 5.0
Equity in Life Insurance 43.26 49.73 54.91 15.0 10.4
Equity in Pension Funds/CPF 92.25 96.46 103.58 4.6 7.4

Residential Property Assets 348.11 345.01 359.00 –0.9 4.1

Financial Liabilities 146.53 151.25 156.76 3.2 3.6

Mortgage Loans 105.79 112.06 116.43 5.9 3.9

Personal & Other Loans 40.74 39.19 40.32 –3.8 2.9

Figures are calculated in Singapore million dollars and may not add up due to rounding.

Household Net Wealth
Increased in 2003

Household net wealth increased by 6.1 per cent
between 2002 and 2003. Total assets rose by 5.6
per cent or S$40 billion, while financial liabilities
increased by 3.6 per cent or S$5.5 billion (Table 2).
The increase in total assets was contributed by
household savings in currency, deposits and CPF
balances as well as the rise in the prices of HDB flats.

Wealth Ratios
Comparable to Developed Countries

The ratios of household net wealth to personal
disposable income (PDI) and to Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) are commonly used to assess the
relative sizes of household net wealth in international
comparisons.

Singapore’s wealth ratios compared very favorably
to the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) countries (Table 3).  Among

the selected OECD countries, Singapore’s ratio of
net wealth to PDI at 700 per cent in 2000, was the
highest. This ratio was substantially higher than that
for Japan and the United States. Singapore’s ratio of
net wealth to GDP, at 358 per cent in 2000, was
comparable to that for United States and France,
but lower than that for Japan and United Kingdom
(Table 3).

TABLE 3    COUNTRY COMPARISON
   OF  NET WEALTH RATIOS, 2000
  (As At Year-End)

Per Cent

TABLE 2    NET WEALTH OF SINGAPORE HOUSEHOLDS (As At Year-End)

Household Household
Net Wealth/ Net Wealth/

PDI GDP

Singapore 700 358

United States 471 344

Japan 633 425

France 525 340

United Kingdom 631 425
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Net Wealth Ratios Have Risen

In line with the increase in net wealth, the ratios of
household net wealth to PDI and to GDP increased
to 712 per cent and 383 per cent respectively in
2003 (Table 4).

2001 2002 2003

Net Wealth
As Per Cent of PDI 675 674 712
As Per Cent of GDP 370 364 383

TABLE 4    NET WEALTH RATIOS
   (As At Year-End)

Structure of Financial Assets
Remained Stable

The structure of households’ assets had remained
relatively  stable  over  the  past  three  years.
Traditional financial assets (ie currency and bank
deposits) continued  to  account  for  the largest
share.  The relatively safe financial assets and
investments  (such  as  pension  funds  and  life
insurance)  came  next,  accounting  for 21  per
cent  of  total  household  assets. Singapore
households’ exposure to equities and securities was
modest,  at  about  10  per cent of total assets in
2003.

TABLE 5    COMPOSITION OF HOUSEHOLD ASSETS IN
    SINGAPORE (As At Year-End)

Per Cent

2001 2002 2003

Total Assets 100.0 100.0 100.0

Financial Assets 51.5 52.5 53.2
   Currency & Deposits 22.7 22.1 22.3
   Shares & Securities 9.8 10.3 10.2
   Equity in Life Insurance/
    Pension Fund 18.9 20.1 20.7
      Equity in Life Insurance 6.0 6.8 7.2
      Equity in Pension Funds/CPF 12.9 13.3 13.5

Residential Property Assets 48.5 47.5 46.8
   Public Housing 25.9 26.0 26.0
   Private Housing 22.6 21.5 20.9

Figures may not add up due to rounding.

Household Wealth Mainly in Non-Financial
(Residential Properties) Assets

The share of non-financial (residential properties)
assets had declined from 49 per cent of total
household  assets  in  2001  to  47  per  cent  in
2003.  Nonetheless, non-financial assets had
remained  the  most  important  component  of
household  wealth  in  Singapore  (Table  5).
Compared  to selected OECD  countries,  Singapore’s
households  had a  higher  proportion  of  their  wealth
in  non-financial assets (Table 6).

TABLE 6    SHARE OF RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY ASSETS
   IN HOUSEHOLD ASSETS, 2000
   (As At Year-End)

Per Cent

Singapore 51

United States 28

Japan 40

France 47

United Kingdom 39

Household Liabilities
Mainly in Mortgage Loans

Household financial liabilities or borrowings in
Singapore increased  from  S$147 billion  as  at end-
2001 to S$157 billion as at end-2003. Mortgage
loans  constituted  the  largest  component  of
household  liabilities,  accounting  for  almost  three-
quarters  of  the  total.   Personal  and  other  loans
accounted  for  the  remaining  quarter (Table 7).
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TABLE 7    COMPOSITION OF HOUSEHOLD LIABILITIES
   IN SINGAPORE
   (As At Year-End)

2001 2002 2003

Total Liabilities (S$ Billion) 146.5 151.3 156.8

As Per Cent of
Total Liabilities

Total Liabilities 100.0 100.0 100.0

Mortgage Loans 72.2 74.1 74.3
   Private Housing Loans 29.7 31.5 35.4
   HDB Loans 42.5 42.6 38.8

Personal Loans & Other Loans 27.8 25.9 25.7

...Due Largely to Singapore’s High
Home Ownership

Singapore’s household indebtedness, as measured
by the ratios of outstanding loans to PDI and GDP,
might appear to be high. However, it is a reflection of
Singapore’s high home ownership (about 92 per cent
in 2000), of which a substantial proportion (about
85 per cent) is in public housing.  The ratios of
outstanding loans (rescaled to the average home

TABLE 8    HOUSEHOLD FINANCIAL LIABILITIES RATIOS
   (As At Year-End)

2001 2002 2003

Financial Liabilities
As Per Cent of PDI 173 177 183

As Per Cent of GDP 95 96 99

Softcopy of the occasional paper on Wealth and Liabilities of Singapore Households  is available for sale from the
SingStat DataShop which is accessible online through our Department’s website (www.singstat.gov.sg).

The level of household borrowings, as measured
by the ratio of financial liabilities to PDI, increased
from 173 per cent in 2001 to 183 per cent in 2003.
The ratio of household financial liabilities to GDP
rose from 95 per cent to 99 per cent over the same
period (Table 8).

ownership level of about 65 per cent in OECD
countries) to PDI and GDP would be 121 per cent
and 61 per cent respectively.  If HDB loans were
excluded, the ratios of outstanding loans would be
about 98 per cent of PDI and 50 per cent of GDP in
2000.  Both sets of adjusted ratios were comparable
to those of the OECD countries (Table 9).

Household Household
Financial Financial
Liabilities/ Liabilities/

PDI GDP

1995 2000 1995 2000

Singapore 117 171 62 87

   HDB Loans 34 73 18 37

   Others 83 98 44 50
      Private Housing Loans 38 51 20 26
      Personal & Other Loans 45 47 24 24

United States 80 90 60 66

Japan 100 100 72 67

France 50 54 33 35

United Kingdom 107 116 74 78

TABLE 9    HOUSEHOLD FINANCIAL LIABILITIES RATIO
   (As At Year-End)

Conclusion

Economic growth and high savings facilitated the
accumulation of fairly substantial net wealth by
Singapore households within a relatively short time.
As a reflection of Singapore’s home ownership policy,
non-financial (residential properties) assets is the most
important component of household net wealth.  The
increase in the net wealth of Singapore households,
in tandem with the improving economic
environment, has also resulted in higher net wealth
ratios.

    Per Cent



  12

Statistics Singapore Newsletter      September 2004

Number Average Annual Growth1

(‘000) (%)
Year

Total Singapore Non- Total Singapore Non-
Population Residents Residents Population Residents Residents

1990 3,047.1 2,735.9 311.3 2.3 1.7 9.0

2000 4,017.7 3,263.2 754.5 2.8 1.8 9.3

2001 4,131.2 3,319.1 812.1 2.8 1.7 7.6

2002 4,171.3 3,378.3 793.0 1.0 1.8 – 2.4

2003 4,185.2 3,437.3 747.9 0.3 1.7 – 5.7

Singapore’s Demographic Trends in 2003

By
Heng Tze Chow and Png Ming Tyng
Population Statistics Section
Singapore Department of Statistics

Introduction

This  article  highlights  the  key  trends  in  popula-

tion, fertility, marriages and divorces in the year

2003.

Population Profile

Population Size and Growth

Singapore’s total population was estimated to be

4,185,200 as at end-June 2003 (Table 1). There

were 3,437,300 residents and 747,900 non-

residents. Singapore residents, comprising

Singapore citizens and Singapore permanent

residents, formed 82 per cent of the total

population.

Compared with June 2002, the total population

increased  by  13,900  persons  or  0.3  per  cent.

The  growth  rate  for  2003  was  one  of  the

lowest  in  the  last  decade.  This  was  largely  due

to  the  decline  in  the  non-resident  population.

The resident population grew by 1.7 per cent in

2003.

TABLE 1    POPULATION AND ANNUAL GROWTH

1 Refers to average annual growth during the last ten years.  For 2001–2003, refers to growth over the previous year.
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Marital Formation and Dissolution

Marriage Rates

In 2003, a total of 22,000 marriages were registered
in Singapore (Table 3).  This represented a decrease
of 5.3 per cent from 23,200 marriages in 2002.

Marriage rates declined in 2003.  The marriage rate
was 44.0 per 1,000 unmarried resident males and
44.3 per 1,000 unmarried resident females in 2003,
a decline from 47.5 and 47.8 in 2002 respectively.

TABLE 3    MARRIAGES

Marriage Timing and Remarriages

The trend towards older age at first marriage
continued in 2003. The mean age at first marriage
for men was 30.2 years, rising from 30.0 years the
year before and 28.7 years in 1990 (Table 4). For
women, the mean age at first marriage rose to 27.2
years in 2003 from 26.9 years in 2002 and 25.9
years in 1990.

Remarriages had become more common. In 2003,
grooms who had been previously married
constituted 14 per cent of all grooms. Among the
brides, 12 per cent had been previously married.
These proportions were higher than those recorded
in 1990.

Proportion Single

Corresponding to the declining trend in marriage
rates, proportionately more resident males and
females had remained single. In 2003, some 15 per
cent of resident males and females were still not
married at age 40–44 years (Chart 2). This was
higher than the 10–11 per cent in 1993.

Mean Age at First Marriage Mean Age at Remarriage Per Cent Remarried
  Year                   (Years)                   (Years)

Among AmongGrooms Brides Grooms Brides Grooms Brides

1990 28.7 25.9 39.7 33.7 8.1 6.6

2000 29.8 26.8 41.4 35.6 13.0 11.7

2001 29.9 26.8 41.6 35.5 13.4 11.6

2002 30.0 26.9 41.6 35.6 12.7 11.5

2003 30.2 27.2 41.5 35.6 13.8 12.3

TABLE 4    SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS OF GROOMS AND BRIDES

General Marriage Rates
Year                  Number (Per Thousand

Unmarried Residents)

                                            Males          Females

1990 23,953 52.6 60.9

2000 22,561 49.5 51.5

2001 22,280 46.9 46.3

2002 23,198 47.5 47.8

2003 21,962 44.0 44.3
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CHART 2   PROPORTION SINGLE AMONG
    RESIDENT POPULATION

Marital Dissolutions

The number of divorces granted in 2003 reached a
high of 6,300 (Table 5).  This was an increase of 14
per cent over the previous year. Correspondingly,
divorce rates peaked at 7.8 per 1,000 married
resident males and 8.0 per 1,000 married resident
females in 2003.

Fertility

Fertility Rates

There was a total of 37,500 live-births in 2003, a
drop of 8.0 per cent compared with the previous
year (Table 7).  The total number of live-births in
2003 was a historical low.  Correspondingly,
Singapore’s total fertility rate (TFR) in 2003 was a
low of 1.25 babies per resident female.  Among
the main ethnic groups, the Chinese continued to
have the lowest TFR at 1.07 in 2003.

The mean age at divorce also increased for both
males and females.  In 2003, the mean age at
divorce  for  males  was  40.0  years,  an  increase
from 39.8 years in 2002 and 36.7 years in 1990
(Table 6).  For females, the mean age at divorce
increased from 33.1 years in 1990 to 36.5 years in
2003.

Year Males Females

1990 36.7 33.1
2000 39.7 36.3
2001 39.8 36.3
2002 39.8 36.5
2003 40.0 36.5

TABLE 6    MEAN AGE AT DIVORCE

Years

General Divorce Rates
(Per Thousand

Year                   Number Married Residents)

Males Females

1990 3,150 6.1 6.1

2000 4,943 6.7 6.7

2001 4,838 6.3 6.4

2002 5,538 7.1 7.2

2003 6,293 7.8 8.0

TABLE 5    DIVORCES
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TABLE 7    TOTAL BIRTHS AND
   TOTAL FERTILITY RATES

Year Total Births
(No.)

Total Chinese Malays Indians

1990 51,142 1.83 1.65 2.69 1.89
2000 46,997 1.60 1.43 2.54 1.58
2001 41,451 1.41 1.21 2.44 1.50
2002 40,760 1.37 1.18 2.29 1.50
2003 37,485 1.25 1.07 2.13 1.36

                             Total Fertility Rates
                                (Per Resident Female)
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CHART 3    AGE SPECIFIC FERTILITY RATES

Mortality

Mortality Rates

The  mortality  rate  in  Singapore  remained  low

(Table 9).  The crude death rate was 4.4 per 1,000

residents in 2003, a decline from the 4.7 deaths per

1,000 residents in 1990. The infant mortality rate

was 2.5 per 1,000 resident live-births in 2003. This

was significantly lower than the rate of 6.6 per 1,000

resident live-births in 1990.

Reflecting the general decrease in death rates, life

expectancy at birth continued to increase.  A boy

born in 2003 could expect to live 77 years, while a

girl could expect to live 81 years.
Completed Family Size

Females still tend to have two to three children
during their marriage. On average, ever-married
resident females aged 40–49 years had 2.1
children in 2003 (Table 8).

Family size had remained relatively stable for
females with secondary or higher education. For
less-educated females, their family size had declined
and converged to the same level as the better-
educated females.

Fertility rates declined in all age groups in 2003
compared with 1990 and 2000 (Chart 3).  Since
1990, the fertility rate for the age group 20–24 years
had almost halved.  The fertility rate for the age group
25–29 years had also fallen considerably.

TABLE 8    MEAN NUMBER OF CHILDREN BORN
   TO RESIDENT EVER-MARRIED FEMALES
   AGED 40–49 YEARS

Below Post-Year Total Secondary University
Secondary Secondary

1990 2.8 3.0 2.1 2.1 2.0

2000 2.2 2.4 2.1 2.0 1.9

2003 2.1 2.2 2.1 2.0 1.9

TABLE 9    MORTALITY RATES AND
    LIFE EXPECTANCY AT BIRTH

1990 2000 2001 2002 2003

Crude Death Rate 4.7 4.5 4.4 4.4 4.4
(Per 1,000 Residents)

Infant Mortality Rate 6.6 2.5 2.2 2.9 2.5
(Per 1,000 Resident
Live-Births)

Life Expectancy
At Birth (Years) 75.3 78.1 78.4 78.6 78.9

Males 73.1 76.1 76.4 76.6 76.9

Females 77.6 80.1 80.3 80.6 80.9

                                                                  Number
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Proportion of AverageProportion AverageProfitable OperatingFirm Size of Firms EmploymentFirms1 Receipts

(%) (%) (No.) ($’000)

Total 100.0 60.0 33.4 3,442.9
< 10 Workers (Small) 43.1 56.9 4.9 746.1

10–99 Workers (Medium) 48.2 60.0 24.4 2,355.3

> 100  Workers (Large) 8.7 77.8 222.4 22,683.8

Educational Upgrading through
Private Educational Institutions, 2003

By
Lee Su Jun
Business Statistics Division
Singapore Department of Statistics

Introduction

Based on the Education Services Survey 2003
1
, there

were about 170 private educational institutions2.
Student enrolment3 reached 119,500, while the
number of graduates totalled 35,600 in 2003.

Of the 170 institutions, 140 offered programmes in
collaboration with overseas educational institutions.
Some 89,000 students were enrolled in these
external educational programmes. Graduates from
the external courses numbered 22,300 in 2003.

Business Profile

On average, the private educational  institutions
employed 33 workers and received earnings  of
about  $3.4  million  per firm in 2003 (Table 1).  Small
and medium sized firms dominated the industry.

TABLE 1    PERFORMANCE OF PRIVATE EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS, 2003

Large  firms  however,  had a higher proportion of
profitable businesses (78 per cent) as compared  to
small  and  medium  firms  (57 per cent and 60 per
cent respectively).

Profile of Student Enrolment
and Graduates

By Type of Course and Field of Study

Among the students enrolled in the private
educational institutions in 2003, about one-third  took
up diploma courses (Chart 1). Correspondingly,
graduates from diploma courses also constituted the
largest share (40 per cent) of students graduating
in that year.  This course type is popular among the
students as diploma qualifications are usually
considered the first step to acquiring a tertiary
education.

1  Exclude non-profit organisations.
Note : Data  are  based  only  on  private  educational  organisations  which  were  able  to  provide  data  on

financial performance.

1 Data presented in the article are based on preliminary findings.

2 Comprise only private organisations which award certificate (‘O’ level, ‘A’ level or equivalent), diploma, degree, higher degree and
professional qualifications as a result of formal learning and examination. Exclude certificates of course attendance and honorary
qualifications.

3 Includes students admitted in 2003, those who were admitted in previous years but still in the programme in 2003 as well as those who
passed their examinations and completed the course in 2003.  Graduates in 2003 constituted part of student enrolment.
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New Appointments
We are pleased to announce the appointment of Mrs Leow Bee Geok as Acting Chief
Statistician of the Department of Statistics (DOS) with effect from 1 June 2004. Ms
Wong Wee Kim has also been appointed as Deputy Chief Statistician, and Director of
the Business Statistics Division, with effect from 1 August 2004.

Mrs Leow, who joined the Statistician Service in 1972, was the Director of DOS’s
Household Statistics and Prices Division as well as its Corporate Services Division
prior to her current appointment. Ms Wong was seconded from the Economic
Development Board (EDB), where she previously held the position of Director of
Enterprise Ecosystem & Planning.

Dr Paul Cheung, who was the Chief Statistician of the DOS and Singapore’s National
Statistical Coordinator since 1990, has left the Department to take up an appointment
as Director of United Nations Statistics Division, with effect from 1 June 2004.
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The Statistics Singapore Newsletter  is  issued  half-
yearly  by  the  Singapore Department of Statistics.  It
aims to provide readers with news of recent research
and survey findings.  It also serves as a vehicle to inform
readers of the latest statistical activities in the Singapore
statistical service.

Contributions  and  comments  from readers are
welcomed.  Please address all correspondence to :

The Editor
Statistics Singapore Newsletter
100 High Street #05-01
The Treasury
Singapore 179434

Fax : 65-6-332 7689
Email : info@singstat.gov.sg

Overseas  Visitors
The Singapore Department of Statistics
received the following visitors in the past
six months.  Topics discussed include
the compilation of international
accounts, financial statistics, and
statistics on international trade in
statistics, the methodology and
compilation of national accounts,
population register, data dissemination
and electronic services.

Australia
–  Australian Bureau of Statistics
International Investment Division
••••• Mr Paul Mahoney

Director

Hong Kong SAR
–  Census & Statistics Department

••••• Mrs Ou-Yang Fong, Lily
Assistant Commissioner

Oman
–  Ministry of National Economy
Economic Survey Department
••••• Mr Khalid Said Al Mudhafar

Director

Sweden
–  Karolinska Institutet
Division of International Health
••••• Prof Hans Rosling

Head

Taiwan
–  WTO Center
Chung Hua Institution for Economic
Research
••••• Mr Wang Lee Rong

Research Fellow




